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cnn Republic. Vidal’s father 
is said to have been a great 
friend of the late dictator, 
Tnriillo. of that country. 
The b;:5:ine<:.g f^resv int o 

K-nl?.n’^ fr.thcr then estao- 

yr-th ^Q.cn^QOn 

“Before rny father c:ed,’S 
Joel David Kaplan said' 
without apparent ntslice, 
“my uncle persuaded him to 
turn over the entire estate 
to him, therefore he is now, 
legal administrator." ' 

But he added that it 
wasn't logical somehow that 
since his uncle controls all 
that money that '.could be 
the reason for -wanting his 
nephew kept in jail. .. . 

“I think it has more to 
do with the fact that my 
uncle is politically powerful 
and ambitious to be even. 



' more politically powerful in 
the American aclministra-. 

» tion. Somcwh.crc it helps! 
f him to help the CIA." I 
•V In retracing the circuni- 
stances that led up to his 

• being accused of killing 

• Vidal, Kaplan said that he 
; and the alleged slain man 

also had business dealings ' 

• in molasses dehydration. In' 
1062 Vidal was in Mexico 
apparently related to busi- 
ness matters. He sent for 
•Kaplan who canto here from . 

. San Antonio, Tex. Vidal had 
.made a reservation at the 
Del Pr.ado Hotel but prefer-. 

■ red staying at The Hilton, 

• which turned out to be the . 
.. last place he was suppo.scd .• 
" to have been seen alive. 

-■Vidal had com.e to Mexico 
: ■ with a soldier dressed in 
-civilian clothes, “a Central . 
American type, I couldn’t 
toll exactly from v/hat coun- 
' try, but his nam.e was Men- 
dez. He was ' never heard 
from again." 

Kaplan ^aid that 'he had • 
come wit? a m.an named 
Koppeison of Israel and 
' another named Petrushans-'' 

- ky, 'a Russian-born Amer- : 
lean. "Both were later accuit- 
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By PB/HIL C-CK.TA 
the NEV/S spent a half ■ poare 
our Saturday noon lalldng he v/. 
'Kh Joel Davia Kaplan'- in.-'- come 
umberri jail. ir.cnt 

he man who has served tor ”V 
ver five years of a 2S-yeaf soon 
entence for the alleged sla^/- had I 
tg of Loiuis Vidal, Jr., af^ Mcxic 



peared docile and patient as 
he '//aits to hear the c-ut- 
come o: the recent state- 
ment of defense lav/yer Vic- 
tor VeIdzD-ueu that he v/ill 
soon be released because it 
had been a perversion of 
Mexican law to cor.vict him. 
since there was never any 
proof tl'.at Vidal was ever 
killed, ■ -. 



in cd at the same tnal. The 
prisoner explained that_ he - 
ps I :i-(i the two above mention-' 
» cd men were told to wait 
ni- for Vidal by Vidal at the 
lis Hilton. Vidal never shovr-cd 
ng up. • 

'When Kaplan ■ was tried 
for his murder his defense 
SS. ' lawyer, Victor Velazcucz 
pointed out that Vidal had. 
cp talked to other people after 

Si- the cate of his alleged 

<5r death. He was later report- 

. cd to have crossed the Gua- 
. tcmalan border, then the 
El Salvador border. 

Nevertheless, a dead body 
was produced, never having 
^9 • been proved to be that of 
Vidal, and Kaplan was con- 
victed. 

Since Kaplan spends his 
cays reading b o o k s and 
.newspapers he knows the 
‘M latest rumor in the case 
1*' that Vidal is’ reported to 
have been seen in Cub a. 
He said: “This is a good 
. possibility even though Vi- 
M cal played a double role of 
1^ helping Castro and the 

It might be convenient no-w 
... . for Castro to overlook Vi- 
dal’s past dealings with hi.m 
ll; 'because o: the help Vidal 
, I can give him now. This is 
;* why I think Vidal wanted 
.* people to believe him dead. 
.,Kc crossed so many people 
his life was in danger. He 
had rnade many clandestine 
trips to Cuoa." 

rwapian said ms c.'se wjis! 
aopcaled many tir.i.es *oy' 

. Veidzeuez and t.-.a: to.n ; 

judges refused to .na.ndie ir.j 
“I have beer, denied evo.-y ; 
f .'eco-urso to law" he « ?. : d i 
; 

if Goes he ru'ly trust i 

j/ his .Geicnse attornev? ^ 

. “Yes, .1 do. 3'jt Vrr, .-.ot'; 
so sure I trust Louis Niv.c-.'i 
}• in New 'York who is rep.'c-| 
ser.tec by Velazcuez here.) 

- I think a lot c: pressu.'e- ! 

. is being .put on Nicer and; 

; nr.ucn as ne coUiC. Besiues, ' 

’ of late, he tseems to "-want to' 

: v/ash his h a n d s of the cn- 








(•editor’s ;\'oie: Joel Dovld TCripdar. c: Xc’ 
York is serving o 23-yoor scr.ver.ee :n Lccur. 
bew^i Prison for murder. An eppoel is r.C' 
pending with a decision expected in June 
knplanrs attorney, Victor Vclazcuo/., rnai: 
tains the body of Kaplan's alleged victi.n 
Louis Vidal, was never properly identifier 
In recent weeks Kaplan has been linked wit 
the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. He i 
the nephew of J.M. Kaplan, head of th 
Kaplan Fund which reportedly acted as 
front for the CIA. Kapdan admits enterin 
' Mexico under a forgeci passport in 103: 
■ Shortly after his arrival police report-c 
the death of Louis Vidal. Kaplan was tne 
brought here under cloudy circumstances t 
stand trial. Pearl 'Gonzalez is reporting o 
the case.) 




Continued from Pago 1 ir.g him to '‘lay off the 
TI1£ NEWS some c: the Kaplan ca.se." 

circumstances involved. Si.ncc Kaplan’s defense 

He said that he came to attorney has been cuoted 

Mexico ro look into the mat- as saymg that :t v/as a por- 
ter of Kanlan’s having been version oi ivicxican ^aw to 

sentenced* to 2S years in convict him. and that there 

- orison after he '.vas convict- was no proof whatever tnat 

i cd of killing Luis Mclchor a man named Vidal was in 

Vidal, Jr., a fellow New fact killed, it is expected 

iv '^'o’-ker In 1031 when both that the tribunal will free 

^s•cre here. Kaplan shortly, 

e Kaplan is the nephew - 

s treasurer of tl:e J. hi. Ka- 
3 plan Puna, Inc., a .supposed ^ 

•- channel ior Iransntission Oi ‘ ^ 

-V funds abroad for the C.I.A. 

Raymond’s San Francisco- . : 

I ’ first to confir-m the CIA has c 
been using front erganiza- 1: 

; lions to distribute funcs. b . • 

Kaymond said that after U 
he had been denied cn- f 
i trance to Lccumberrl ;ail to v 
see t.ie prisoner a p i.a n s' 
last Sunday two tall, heavy, 
burly Mexicans knocked on 
. his door at tlie Hotel Hilton 1: 

' ,:he following ir.or.ahag. A e-. -• 

friend wh.c was i.t the room p" 

^ with tiic reporter answered h- 
.. the door and was asiicd if 
. a ,v.r. jvay.t.onu \...s ...eic# ^ 

I haymersd remarked that n . 

“tliev weren’t the types you « 

^ would ask In for tea” and t 
the fact that he was.a’t alo.pc t! 




Howeve r. P ay m on d has 
reservations about this op- 
timistic viewpoint b c c a u s e 
of the rna.ny cifriculiies en- 
countered during his recent 
week’s stay iicrc. 

The California reporter 
saie that he expected to 
have his story.' ready for 
publication in Fi a rn parts 
m a g a 2 i n e . in about two 
monuis. , ■ 






